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CORONAVIRUS — BUSINESSES — SAFETY PLANS 

291. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 

I refer to the requirement for businesses to prepare COVID safety plans before they reopen next Monday, to protect 
staff and customers. 

(1) Which minister, agency or authorised officers will have oversight of COVID safety plan compliance? 

(2) Given COVID safety plan material or direction is currently unavailable through government or industry 
sources, is it fair that businesses are expected to fulfil this requirement before they reopen on Monday? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for Roe for the question. It is a very fair question. The work that has been going on 
over the past week has been in consultation with industry to make sure that we get the plans right. I would 
like to have seen them available before now. The advice I have is that they should be available around 
now and are due to be available online at any point in time today. Hopefully, that will be resolved during 
the course of the day. The reason that there has been a delay is that there was ongoing consultation with 
various industry groups and a desire to get them absolutely correct. 

In terms of how comprehensive they will be, they will be an online application process, I am advised. 
They will be very straightforward and are designed to give staff and customers the security that the business 
itself will have done the right thing with respect to hygiene and the like to ensure that customers and staff 
will be protected as best as they possibly can. I do not think they will be difficult. They will be relatively 
easy. It just means that businesses have to think about these things as part of their reopening. 

The third part of the member’s question was about who is responsible. The Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet is coordinating, in conjunction with the Commissioner of Police, the people who will be responsible 
for enforcement and implementation across government. The police commissioner is working in 
conjunction with inspectorates or inspectors across governments. It may be that when an inspection is done 
for whatever purposes, whether it is fire safety or anything else, a COVID inspection is done at the same 
time. We are seeking to engage other agencies besides police in that because the police cannot do everything. 
I think it is a good use of resources across government to do it that way. The reality is that we do not 
intend to be heavy-handed about this. We just want to make sure that businesses and government work 
cooperatively in the implementation of the safety plan.  
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